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Course Selection Overview
Year 11

All students complete the appropriate course in English, Mathematics and Science.  

Students will be placed in the appropriate course based on Year 10 assessments at the end of year examination.

Students who need special literacy or numeracy support will be placed on the LINUS (literacy/numeracy skills) programme.  All other students will select three option subjects from those offered at Year 11.  Students must reach the minimum requirement for the option stated.

All courses offer credits towards the National Certificate of Educational Achievement.

Some courses have pre-requisites that are stated in the subject information. If you have questions you should contact one of the following:

The Head of Department

See subject sheet

The Careers Advisor


Mrs Green

Deputy Principals


Mrs Smith, Mr Harris
Heads of School

Year 12

Students are required to select ONE of the courses in English based on NCEA Level 1 results.

AND 

Five option subjects from those offered.

Mathematics is not compulsory but strongly recommended at this level.

Students intending to go into Year 13 and to continue in education at tertiary level should be sure that the selection of subjects at Year 12 enables them to follow through to Year 13 and beyond.

Some courses at this level have fieldwork as a compulsory part of the course with costs associated.

Again, as with Year 11, some subjects have minimum requirements.     

Year 13

Students select five subjects at this level. No subject is compulsory but students need to be aware of requirements of tertiary institutions for some course entry. Information regarding this can be obtained from Atawhai where there are leaflets on University and UCOL courses

Year 13 students who have failed to achieve the Level 2 Literacy requirement will, in addition to their five subjects, take a course of English until they reach the requirements.
STAR Courses

STAR Courses are available to student alongside their other subjects.

They are vocationally focussed and offered through UCOL, private providers and school.  All credits gained count towards NCEA.

STAR courses are generally a half or full day per week and can range from a few weeks to a full year, so students need to be aware of the commitment required to keep up to date with their other school work.

STAR courses include carpentry, farming, first aid, early childhood, hospitality, bakery, electronics etc.

Students interested should see Mrs Green to apply for places.

Parent approval and support is required.

GATEWAY

Gateway is a programme which combines work experience and industry based training/assessment.

The commitment required by students is at least on day per week in training or working experience, and this can be extended with agreement from parents, the employer and school.

The benefits of Gateway are learning specific skills, opening pre-apprenticeship type opportunities and a valuable ‘taste’ of a career before embarking on training or employment.

Students interested should see Mrs Green to apply for places.

Parental approval and support is required.


National Certificate of Educational Achievement

Level 1

To gain a Level 1 certificate a student must achieve 80 credits from achievement standards and/or unit standards.

Of the credits gained 8 must show numeracy skills and 8 other credits must show literacy skills. The remaining 64 may be gained from any other subject offered.

If, however, a student intends to go on to university the number of credits gained in numeracy is 14 at Level 1 or higher.

Level 2

This requires a student to gain 80 credits of which 60 must be at Level 2 or above.
Students intending to go on to university study must gain a minimum of 8 Level 2 credits in Literacy of which 4 must be from Reading and 4 from Writing from a schedule of approved achievement and unit standards.

Level 3

This requires a student to gain 80 credits of which 60 must be at Level 3 or above.
University Entrance

14 credits in Mathematics from any level

4 in Reading and 4 in Writing at Level 2 or above

42 Level 3 credits (see below)

Students are required to achieve 14 Level 3 credits in each of two subjects and a further 14 credits from a maximum of two other areas of the Framework.  

Award of Certificates at each level will be endorsed Merit or Excellence.  These can be gained by achieving credits with Merit or Excellence.

Merit – a student must gain 50 credits at Merit or better at that level.

Excellence – 50 credits at Excellence at that level.

Faculty of Mathematics & Science 

Head of Faculty Mr Elder

Heads of Departments

	Mathematics
	Mr Elder, Mrs Lee

	Science
	Mr Young

	Chemistry
	Ms Velvin

	Biology
	Ms Pearse

	Physics
	Mrs Borthwick


2010 Senior Course Information: Traditional Mathematics XE "Mathematics:Traditional"   
 

	
	Year 11 Mr Elder/Mrs Lee
	Year 12 Mr Harbott
	Year 13 

	Course Content
	This course forms the foundation for the study of Mathematics at Years 12 and 13 
	The course develops further the skills in

Algebra                 Statistics

Geometry              Trigonometry

Calculus
	Mathematics with Calculus 

The course consists of 5 achievement standards (1 internal)

In addition students are able to sit unit standards. Most of these standards are mutually exclusive for credits in 2009 but both appear on the Record of Learning 

	Prerequisites
	50% in common tests and end of year examination in Year 10

Graphics calculator such as 

Casio 9750 is strongly recommended
	 Algebra, graphing, trigonometry, statistics A/S and others at the discretion of HOD

Graphics calculator such as 

Casio 9750
	Appropriate portfolio Level 2 standards as defined in the 12 MA course booklet 

Graphics calculator such as Casio 9750

	Assessment


	A combination of unit standards and internal and external achievement standards
	A combination of unit standards and internal and external achievement standards
	A mixture of internal and external standards



	Total credits
	30
	30
	28
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2010 Senior Course Information: Pre-traditional Mathematics XE "Mathematics:Pre-traditional"  



	
	Year 11 Mrs de Goldi
	Year 12 Mr Harrigan
	Year 13

	Course Content
	This is a two-year course providing students with the opportunity to gain National Certificate in mathematics Level 1 over the duration of the course.

It also offers some Level 2 credits
	This is a two-year course providing students with the opportunity to gain National Certificate in mathematics Level 1 over the duration of the course.

It also offers some Level 2 credits
	

	Prerequisites
	Advised by HOD or Assistant HOD
	Advised by HOD or Assistant HOD
	

	Assessment


	A Combination of mainly internally assessed unit standards and achievement standards as well as some externally assessed achievement standards
	A Combination of mainly internally assessed unit standards and achievement standards as well as some externally assessed achievement standards
	

	Total credits
	60 credits over two years
	60 credits over two years
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2010 Senior Course Information: Mathematics Applied XE "Mathematics:Applied" 



	
	Year 11 Ms Pene
	Year 12 Mrs Lee
	

	Course Content
	This course develops basic mathematical concepts. It provides students with an opportunity to gain the 8 credits required for Level 1 numeracy.  

Students will begin to work towards the National Certificate of Mathematics Level 1 which can be completed in MAP II provided they reach the entry requirements.
Gaining 16 or more credits in this course will allow entry into the year 12 Mathematics Applied course (Level 1).


	This course consists entirely of Level 1 unit standards.

The standards in the course are slightly more academic units that could be used in 11 Traditional Mathematics.

Students will continue to work towards the National Certificate of Mathematics Level 1  
	

	Prerequisites
	Advised by HOD
	 16 credits from MAP I or by negotiation with HOD Mathematics
	

	Assessment


	Internal assessment through unit standards
	Internal assessment through unit standards at level 1
	

	Total credits
	24
	24
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2010 Senior Course Information: Foundation Mathematics XE "Mathematics:Foundation" 


	
	Year 11
	Year 12  Ms Bulford
	Year 13 Ms Newsome

	Course Content
	
	This course covers the content of Year 12 Traditional mathematics at a slower pace, with fewer external achievement standards
	Completes a mixture of Level 3 Statistics and Calculus unit standards and achievement standards.  These credits can be combined to achieve a third group for University Entrance.

	Prerequisites
	
	 In consultation with the HOD
	A minimum of 17 credits for 12 MF or approval from HOD.

	Assessment


	
	A combination of unit standards, internal and external achievement standards.
	A combination of unit standards and internal achievement standards

	Total credits
	
	18 Level 2 credits, 5 Level 1 credits
	21 Level 3 credits
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2010 Senior Course Information: Statistics & Modelling XE "Statistics & Modelling" 



	
	Year 11
	Year 12
	Year 13 Mrs Lee

	Course Content
	
	
	The course consists of 7 achievement standards (3 internal). 

In addition students are able to sit 5 unit standards. These standards are mutually exclusive for credits but both appear on the ROL. 

	Prerequisites
	
	 
	An appropriate portfolio of Level 2 standards as defined in the 12MA course booklet.

Graphics calculator such as a 

Casio 9750

	Assessment


	
	
	A mixture of internal and external standards

	Total credits
	
	
	33
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2010 Senior Course Information: Specialist Science XE "Science:Specialist" 

Head of Department: Mrs Velvin
	
	Year 11
	Year 12
	Year 13

	Course Content
	This course offers achievement standards from Biology, Chemistry and Physics. It explores these areas to a greater depth than the main NCEA course and covers Mechanics, Electricity, Organic Chemistry, Atomic structure and Bonding, Reactions, Genetics and Micro-organisms
	
	

	Prerequisites
	This course targets top Year 10 Science students and will typically draw from extension classes, but will depend on Year 10 examination marks. It will suit students continuing into Level 2 and Level 3 Biology, Chemistry and Physics 
	 
	

	Assessment


	Internal and external achievement standards
	
	

	Total credits
	26
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2010 Senior Course Information: Traditional Science XE "Science:Traditional" 

Head of Department: Mr Young
	
	Year 11
	Year 12
	Year 13

	Course Content
	The course covers 

Microbiology,  genetics,

electricity, heat, forces and motion,

atomic structure along with metal and non-metal chemistry.

Practical investigations that support the course will also be carried out over the year.
	Building on Year 11 this course explores aspects of 5 major fields of Science.  Learn about the life cycle of stars, the geological history of New Zealand and related evolution of New Zealand’s plants and animals.  Investigate the nature of light and the chemistry of fertilisers. 
	This course covers parts from the major fields of Science. Learn about:

Gene technologies,

extend your knowledge of organic chemistry, geology, sound and begin to explore radioactivity.

	Prerequisites
	Determined by end of year 10 Science examination
	14 credits from any of the Level 1 Science courses
	13 Level 2 credits from any of the Sciences

	Assessment


	Internal and external achievement standards
	Internal and external achievement standards
	Internal and external achievement standards 

	Total credits
	25
	24
	24
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2010 Senior Course Information: Science Applied XE "Science Applied" 
Head of Department: Mr Young
	
	Year 11
	Year 12
	Year 13

	Course Content
	This course is designed for students who would find the traditional Science course difficult. 

A variety of topics are offered which cover aspects of Physics, Chemistry, Biology and Earth Science 

Credits can be used for NCEA level 1
	This course is a continuation of the Year 11 Science Studies programme.

A mixture of level 1 and 2 unit and achievement standards are offered to give a broad cover of science topics over the year
	

	Prerequisites
	Year 10 Science
	Year 11 Science Studies
	

	Assessment


	Unit standards
	Unit Standards

Achievement Standards
	

	Total credits
	20
	20
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2010 Senior Course Information: Biology
 XE "Biology" Head of Department: Ms Pearse

	
	Year 11
	Year 12
	Year 13

	Course Content
	
	Biology enables students to explore the structures of living organisms, vital processes that organisms carry out to ensure survival and how organisms interact with each other. Genetics and evolution enable students to understand the mechanism by which change can occur within an organism.

Topics covered are:

Ecology

Cell biology

Form and function –Animals

Genetics and Variation

Day field trip to Foxton Beach
	The course develops six major aspects of Biology:

Patterns in Evolution

Gene Expression

Human Evolution

Contemporary Biological Issues

Techniques in biotechnology

Plant Investigation

Animal behaviour and plant responses

Wellington Zoo Trip with Geography cost TBA

5 day Field trip cost TBA

	Prerequisites
	
	14 credits at Level 1 including Science 1.3 OR Biology 1.3 preferably at Merit level.
	15 credits at Level 2 preferably with 2.3 Genetics variation

	Assessment


	
	3 Internal and 4 external achievement standards 
	3 internal and 4 external achievement standards 

	Total credits
	
	21
	24
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2010 Senior Course Information: Chemistry
 XE "Chemistry" Head of Department: Mr Young
	
	Year 11
	Year 12
	Year 13

	Course Content
	
	This course builds on the Chemistry components in Year 11 in greater depth and breadth. The course allows the development of skills in chemical analysis in the laboratory while developing a basic knowledge of chemical ideas, calculations and vocabulary.

Topics are:

Atomic Structure & Bonding

Organic Chemistry

Oxidation & Reduction

Chemical Reactivity

Practical assessment in chemical analysis and acid-based titration
	The course extends the work from Year 12 and goes into greater depth in the topics covered. New ideas are also introduced. 

Topics are:

Energy changes

Atomic structure and bonding

Aqueous solution chemistry

Redox reactions

Organic chemistry 

Redox titration practical 

	Prerequisites
	
	 14 credits at Level 1 but must include Achievement Standare SC 1.4, CHEM 1.4 OR CHEM 1.7 (preferably at Merit level)
	13 Level 2 credits

	Assessment


	
	Internal and external achievement standards. 
	Internal and external achievement standards

	Total credits
	
	24
	23


2010 Senior Course Information: Physics XE "Physics" 
Head of Department: Mrs Borthwick
	
	Year 11
	Year 12
	Year 13

	Course Content
	
	Physics helps us make sense of the physical world by considering and analysing Motion and Energy, Waves and Light, Electricity and Electromagnetism, and Atomic Physics.  Through practical and problem-solving activities, students expand their ability to think, understand scientific language and symbols, relate to others and act independently as appropriate.

	Prerequisites
	
	15 Level 1 Science credits including A/S SC 1.6 or Physics  A/S 1.4 & 1.6
	13 Level 2 credits

Including AS 2.4 or 2.6

	Assessment


	
	Internal and external achievement standards and a unit standard
	Internal and external achievement standards including a practical investigation

	Total credits
	
	31
	26


 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



Faculty of Humanities & Social Sciences

Head of Faculty Mrs MacLachlan

Heads of Department
	English
	Mrs Buchanan

	Geography & Tourism
	Mr Collier

	History
	Mrs MacLachlan

	Classical Studies
	Ms Paine


2010 Senior Course Information: Traditional English
 XE "English:Traditional" Head of Department: Mrs Buchanan

	
	Year 11
	Year 12
	Year 13

	Course Content
	The course involves the study of language and literature.  Students produce both creative and formal writing, study short, extended and visual texts, and understand how to analyse previously unstudied texts.
	This course involves the study of language and literature.  Students produce both creative and formal writing, study short, extended and visual texts, understand how to analyse previously unstudied texts and investigate a literature topic.  Skills are developed from Year 11 Traditional English.
	This course involves the study of language and literature.  Students produce creative writing, study written and visual texts, and understand how to analyse previously unstudied texts.  They also investigate a literature topic and present their findings in seminar form.  Skills are developed from Year 12 Traditional English.

	Prerequisites
	Year 10 grades for creative writing, formal writing, and literature response (examination) are taken into consideration.  Students must gain an Achieve average in these three pieces.

Exceptions to this may be made depending on the ranking of the cohort/Year 10 teacher recommendation.
	8 credits from a combination of the list below

8812  Transactional writing 4 writing credits

1.1      Creative writing 3 writing credits

1.3     Extended text 2 reading or writing 

1.4     Short text 2 reading or writing 

1.5     Visual text 2 reading or writing

1.6     Unfamiliar texts 3 reading or writing


	Level 2 literacy, in which the student must have gained 2.1 and/or 2.2, and a minimum of one external.  



	Assessment


	A combination of unit and achievement standards that are internally and externally assessed.
	Achievement standards that are internally and externally assessed.
	A combination of unit and achievement standards that are internally and externally assessed.

	Total credits
	21
	21
	25
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2010 Senior Course Information: Pre-traditional English XE "English:Pre-traditional"  
Head of Department: Mrs Buchanan 

	
	Year 11
	Year 12
	Year 13

	Course Content
	 This course is for Year 11 students whose literature and language skills would not enable them to gain success in Year 11 Traditional English.  The focus is on gaining Level 1 Literacy.
	 This course is for Year 12 students whose literature and language skills would not enable them to gain success in Year 12 Traditional English.  The focus is on gaining Level 2 Literacy.
	This course involves the study of language and literature.  Students produce creative writing, understand how to analyse previously unseen texts, study written and visual texts for a theme investigation and produce a seminar based on their findings.  Skills are developed from Year 12 Pre-Traditional English.

	Prerequisites
	Students who do not meet the criteria for Year 11 Traditional English
	Students who have at least 5 Level 1 credits

Students who have Level 1 in any 8 credits but do not meet Year 12 Traditional  English prerequisites.
	Level 2 literacy gained through the Pre-Traditional course Or Level 2 Literacy gained through Traditional English with HOD approval

	Assessment
	A combination of unit and achievement standards that are internally assessed. 
	A combination of unit & achievement standards that are internally assessed.
	Unit and achievement standards that are internally assessed.

	Total credits
	Up to 20 
	Up to 20 
	16
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2010 Senior Course Information:  Applied English
 XE "English:Applied" Head of Department Mrs Buchanan

	
	Year 11
	Year 12
	Year 13

	Course Content
	This course is for Year 11 students who will need significant help and support to achieve Level 1 Literacy.  There is a strong focus on the basics of spelling, grammar and punctuation, and on reading and writing.
	This course is for Year 12 students who do not have 5 or more credits from Level 1.  The focus of this course is gaining Level 1 Literacy.
	Year 13 students who do not have Level 2 literacy will be timetabled into a Level 2 class during their free period until they gain Level 2.  The course is designed so it will be possible to gain Level 2 literacy in the first term if effort is put in.

	Prerequisites
	HOD recommendation
	Less than 5 credits in English at Level 1
	

	Assessment
	Internally assessed unit standards
	A combination of unit and achievement standards that are internally assessed.
	

	Total credits
	Up to 20
	Up to 20
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2010 Senior Course Information: Classical Studies
 XE "Classical Studies" Head of Department: Ms Paine

	
	Year 11
	Year 12
	Year 13

	Course Content
	
	Learn about Greek & Roman heroes.

Several topics are selected and studied in depth. 

Social life

Drama

Archaeology

Eruption of Mt Vesuvius

Buried cities of Pompeii and Herculaneum
	Learn about :

The battle of Troy 

Alexander The Great – Mystery and Empire
Drama & Mythology

The Gods of Mt Olympia

Students do not need to have covered the Year 12 course to select the Year 13 course

	Prerequisites
	
	 Good skills in English
	Good skills in Classics OR English

	Assessment


	
	Internal and external achievement standards 
	Internal and external achievement standards

	Total credits
	
	19
	24
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2010 Senior Course Information: Geography
 XE "Geography" Head of Department: Mr Collier

	
	Year 11
	Year 12
	Year 13

	Course Content
	Natural disasters

Population studies

Renewable/non renewable resources

Contemporary issues

Research

Geographic skills (Level 1)
	Natural landscapes

Inequalities in development

One week Waitomo field trip ($250-$270)

Geographic skills (Level 2) 

Urban field research

Global study 
	Volcanism in New Zealand

Tourism Development in New Zealand & Australia

Environmental management  

Planning for the sustainable use of New Zealand’s Resources

Research based at school

Field trip to Tongariro National Park (cost $330-$370)

Geographic skills (Level 3)

	Prerequisites
	Good written skills in English & Science at discretion of Level HOD
	Level 1 literacy in English, 10 credits in Geography or Science subjects at the discretion of HOD.
	Half of available Level 2 credits in Geography or the equivalent in Traditional English, or equivalent in Science subjects

	Assessment


	Internal and external achievement standards and internal unit standards
	Internal and external achievement standards and internal unit standards
	Internal and external achievement standards

	Total credits
	21-23
	21-23
	24
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2009 Senior Course Information: History XE "History" 


Head of Department: Mrs MacLachlan 

	
	Year 11
	Year 12
	Year 13

	Course Content
	In this course students will use historical skills and processes to study themes such as social change, race relations, international relations, conflict and revolutionary leadership. 

Specific topics include:

Black civil rights

New Zealand race relations

Origins of world War II

Revolutionary leadership in USSR 
	Students will explore an historical force, perspectives on revolution and national identity.  Students will also complete an historical inquiry and interpret source material.

Specific topics include:

Gandhi

Origins of World War I

Conflict in Vietnam
	Students will develop skills in independent historical research, and develop a critical approach to historical resources.

Specific topics include:

19th Century New Zealand History

	Prerequisites
	Good skills in English
	 Level 1 achievement standards in English or History
	Level 2 achievement standards in English or History

	Assessment


	Internal and external achievement standards
	Internal and external achievement standards
	Internal and external achievement standards

	Total credits
	24
	24
	24
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2010 Senior Course Information : Tourism XE "Tourism" 
Head of Department: Mr Collier

	
	Year 11
	Year 12
	Year 13

	Course Content
	
	An introduction to the skills, attitudes & attributes needed in the Tourism industry.

Year 12:

Tourism Work Roles
World Tourism

Business of Tourism

NZ Tourism and Geography

Understanding tourist needs

Core skills – calculations, reading/writing and use of internet for Tourism
	Extend development of core skills in preparation for further study in Tourism

Australia as Tourist Destination
Pacific Islands as Tourist Destination

New Zealand as Tourist Destination

Economic significance of Tourism (optional)

	Prerequisites
	
	Open entry
	Year 12 Tourism or at the discretion of the HOD

	Assessment


	
	Level 2 unit standards that contribute to National Certificate of Tourism and Travel (introductory skills)


	Level 3 unit standards which will enable students to complete the National Certificate in Tourism & Travel  (Introductory Skills)

	Total credits
	
	26
	28-32
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Faculty of Language, Commerce & Technology

Head of Faculty
Elizabeth Paine

Heads of Department

	International Languages
	Ms Paine

	Commerce
	Mr Lochhead

	Technology
	Mr Sutton

	Graphics
	Mr Nevin

	Computing
	Mr Herring


2010 Senior Course Information: International Languages
 XE "International Languages" 
Head of Department: Ms Paine

	
	Year 11
	Year 12
	Year 13

	Course Content
	Courses in Japanese and Spanish are offered at Year 11

The aim of each course is to assess a student’s competence in the four language skills and to ensure an understanding of the culture of the people whose language they are learning 
	All languages are offered at this level.

The courses extend on the previous year’s learning and are based on communicative activities around themes affecting life in that country.

Spanish – school & education, sport & recreation, politics, history, geography

Japanese –family life, school, travel & tourism, communication, leisure
	At Year 13 Spanish is offered by correspondence or in class depending on numbers.

In Japanese the course builds on Year 12 and prepares students for tertiary study 

	Prerequisites
	Year 9 and 10 study in the appropriate course
	At the discretion of the HOD
	At the discretion of the HOD

	Assessment


	Internal and external achievement standards
	Internal and external achievement standards
	Internal and external achievement standards

	Total credits
	19 Spanish             24 Japanese
	24
	24
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2009 Senior Course Information: Te Reo Māori
 XE "Te Reo Māori" Head of Department: Mr Waihi

	
	Year 11
	Year 12
	Year 13

	Course Content
	The course develops the skills of writing, listening, comprehension and speaking Māori within a variety of contexts.  
	The course continues to develop oral and aural comprehension, written and reading comprehension and translation of Māori to English and vice versa.

Specific topics are set and assessment is based on these 
	Students studying at this level develop skills in:

Oral comprehension

Reading comprehension

Essay writing in Māori

Culture and tradition

Speaking Māori 

	Prerequisites
	Year 10 Māori
	At discretion of HOD
	At discretion of HOD

	Assessment


	Internal and external achievement standards and unit standards
	Internal and external achievement standards and unit standards
	Internal and external achievement and unit standards

	Total credits
	Minimum 24
	Minimum 24
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2010 Senior Course Information: Economics XE "Economics" 
Head of Department: Mr Lochhead

	
	Year 11
	Year 12
	Year 13

	Course Content
	This subject may be taken for the first time at Year 11 

The aim is to give students an insight into the working of the New Zealand economy with particular reference to the consumer, business sector and the international world.

Studies of businesses within the community are used to give a practical aspect to the course
	Whilst not essential it is helpful to have studied Economics at Year 11.

The course focuses on four areas of the New Zealand economy and takes a unit approach:

Growth                  Inflation

Equality                 Government

The formation of political parties is used to help understanding of the material
	Two main topics make up the course at this level:

Resource allocation via the market place

Resource allocation via the Public sector



	Prerequisites
	None
	Approval of the HOD
	Can be taken for the first time at this level 

	Assessment


	Internal and external achievement standards and unit standards
	Internal and external achievement standards and unit standards
	Internal and external achievement standards and unit standards

	Total credits
	30
	33
	26
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2010 Senior Course Information: Business Studies XE "Business Studies" 
Head of Department: Mr Fisher 

	
	
	Year 12
	Year 13

	Course Content
	
	In this course students learn about aspects of running a small business such as planning and marketing, while having the opportunity to operate their own company.

During the course students form their own company, create a product or service, and then sell that product.

This course is invaluable for students who are thinking of entering the business world or of running their own business
	A continuation from Year 12 Business Studies.

Students will operate their own company as part of the Young Enterprise scheme.

Students will continue to develop their skills in planning and managing a small Business.

In addition students will also develop their understanding of key business areas such as leadership, motivation, production, finance & marketing.

	Prerequisites
	
	None
	Successful completion of Year 12 Business or by teacher in charge.

	Assessment


	
	Unit standards
	Unit standards

	Total credits
	
	30
	30
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2010 Senior Course Information:  Legal Studies XE "Legal Studies" 
Head of Department:
Mr Lochhead

	
	
	Year 12
	

	
	
	Legal Studies is a programme of understanding of the law and the role it plays in our society.

It is a fascinating course that demonstrates how laws affect almost every aspect of people’s daily lives.  Students will develop an awareness of their legal obligations and the variety of ways that they are affected by the law.  Students will investigate several different branches of the law, including New Zealand’s justice system, criminal and civil law, youth law, family law, disputes resolution and laws that affect secondary school students.  Students will visit the Palmerston North Courthouse.
	

	Prerequisites
	
	None
	

	Assessment


	
	unit standards
	

	Total credits
	
	24
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2010 Senior Course Information: Text Information Management XE "Text Information Management" 
Head of Department: Mr Lochhead

	
	Year 11
	Year 12
	Year 13

	Course Content
	The course is designed to extend and build on the skills and knowledge gained in Year 10.

Students learn how to access and process information, communicate information and design documents.

Students have to complete a solution to a brief.
	The course extends the skills gained in earlier years and enables students to utilise the computer and allied technology as an effective means of communication and display.

The course is based on a thematic approach.
	This course is in advance of Year 12 and extends the skills, knowledge and values of the subject.

Students apply graphic design, work on legal documents and various other language and reporting areas.

	Prerequisites
	Year 10 TIM
	 Achievement standards as set out by HOD
	At the discretion of the HOD

	Assessment


	Internal and external achievement standards and unit standards
	Internal and external achievement standards and unit standards
	Achievement and unit standards

	Total credits
	24
	27
	24
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2009 Senior Course Information: Technology XE "Technology" 
Head of Department: Mr Sutton

	
	Year 12/13

	Course Content
	BConstructive is a hands-on qualification.  It is an innovative, practical and multi-disciplinary programme for students, providing them with the skills and knowledge to springboard into any career in the construction industry.

The BConstructive programme is primarily workshop based.  Rather than focusing on any one trade, the programme builds skills and an understanding of all trades in the construction industry.  It also develops literacy, numeracy and communication skills and has close links with the NCEA and Technology curriculums.

The qualifications currently available in the BConstructive programme and offered at Year 12 is:

National Certificate in Building, Construction and Allied Trades Skills Level 1 and 2.

Students who participate in the BConstructive programme can go on to consider apprenticeships in a variety of trades such as: building, construction, and plumbing, drain laying, roofing, gas fitting, painting and decorating, infrastructure, flooring and joinery.  The programme also provides a good base for students who would like to enter other related areas of the construction industry such as architecture, quantity surveying and estimating.

	Prerequisites
	None

	Assessment


	Internal Unit Standards

External Modification

	Total credits
	29


[image: image24.wmf]
2010 Senior Course Information: Graphics XE "Graphics" 
Head of Department: Mr Nevin

	
	Year 11
	Year 12
	Year 13

	Course Content
	The course covers;

Graphics at Year 11 has an even split of design based achievement standards and formal based achievement standards.  Students produce work for the achievement standards through design briefs that are set by the Graphics department.  An understanding of design is a must, with good formal drawing skills an advantage. 
	Students continue to use design to produce solutions towards both design and formal based achievement and unit standards.  The complexity of the solutions required is increased and the knowledge of design and the design principles is expected to be thorough with good drawing skills.  Students are expected to negotiate with others and the teacher within some of the design briefs.


	Student at this level are expected to produce high quality, well thought out solutions to the identified problems.  Students have to negotiate their briefs and to select clients within the community.  A very good understanding of design and the design principles is a must.  Good drawing skills are also essential.

	Prerequisites
	Year 10 Graphics
	15 credits at Level 1 OR at the HOD’s discretion
	12 credits at Level 2 including achievement in either 2.2 or 2.3 OR at the HOD’s discretion 

	Assessment


	All achievement standards
	A mixture of mostly Achievement Standards and some Unit Standards.  There is the possibility of linking with the conceptual Achievement Standards within the Technology curriculum.
	A mixture of mostly Achievement Standards and some Unit Standards.  There is the possibility of linking with the conceptual Achievement Standards within the Technology curriculum.

	Total credits
	24
	24
	20


2009 Senior Course Information: Computing XE "Computing" 
Head of Department: Mr Herring

	
	Year 11
	Year 12
	Year 13

	Course Content
	
	The course is designed for students with any level of computer knowledge.

The emphasis is on improving knowledge.

Students are able to progress at their own pace within reason. Students with a high level of expertise should be able to complete their unit standards more quickly.


	The course builds on the level of achievement from Year 12 though students may select this option for the first time at Year 13.

To progress to Level 3 compulsory standards 2780 and 2781 must be achieved. 

The course is self-directed.

	Prerequisites
	
	Open entry
	Open entry

	Assessment


	
	Unit standards towards the National Certificate of Computing Level 2
	Level 2 and 3 unit standards

	Total credits
	
	Varies with course selected
	Varies with course selection
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Faculty of The Arts

Head of Faculty Mr Buchanan

Heads of Departments

	Performance Music
	Mr Buchanan

	Visual Arts
	Mrs McIver 

	Drama
	Mrs Brooks

	Dance
	Mrs Rhodes

	Kapa Haka
	Mr Waihi


2010 Senior Course Information:
Performance Music XE "Performance Music" 
Head of Department: Mr Buchanan

	
	Year 11
	Year 12/13 

Performance Music
	Year 12/13 

Music Studies

	Course Content
	Performance as a soloist

Performance in a group

Composition

Aural skills

Materials of Music

Musical knowledge
	Performance as a soloist

Performance in a group

Aural skills

Performance on a second instrument optional
	Composition

Arranging Music

Music works

Materials & Processes of Music Year 12

Harmonic Procedures Year 13

	Prerequisites
	Year 10 Music OR permission of the Director of Music
	 NCEA Level 1 OR permission of the Director of Music
	NCEA Level 1 OR permission of the Director of Music 

	Assessment
	External and internal achievement standards 
	External and internal achievement and unit standards
	Internal and external achievement and unit standards 

	Total credits
	24
	Level 2 students up to 18

Level 3 students up to 24
	Level 2 students up to 15 

Level 3 students up to 24 


Please note – all students are expected to be receiving either instrumental or vocal tuition.
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2009 Senior Course Information: Media Production XE "Media Production" 
Head of Department: Mr Buchanan

	
	Year 11
	Year 12
	Year 13

	Course Content
	
	This is the first year of a two year course of study which looks at the production of still and moving images and practical audio engineering, giving students a broad base of skills with which to continue in their chosen area of media production.

All students will spend a half-year with Mrs. McIver studying digital still photography and video production, and a half-year with Mr. Selway studying aspects of sound reinforcement and audio recording.


	This course builds on Year 12 Media Production. In the first term students consolidate specific practical skills within the separate fields of either audio or video production. In terms two and three both streams combine in the production of:

programmes for Freyberg FM radio station;

news items including video for Freyberg FM;

video production aimed at “Cut”, the national secondary schools’ video competition.



	Prerequisites
	
	Digital still camera

USB memory stick

Level 1 Science (physical world) and Mathematics


	Digital still camera

USB memory stick

Year 12 Media Production or approved equivalent study.



	Assessment
	
	All internal; mixture of US and AS.


	All internal; mixture of US and AS.



	Total credits
	
	22-26
	22-26


2010 Senior Course Information: Practical Art
Head of Department:  Mrs McIver/Miss Elder
In Year 12, three Art lines will be offered, Art, Photography and Mixed Media.  Media Production is a new course combining audio and video skills in a hands-on production course.
Art includes Painting and Design and will lead on to Level 3 in Painting and Design.

Photography includes digital Still Photography, and will lead on to Level 3 Photography.
Mixed Media includes aspects of Printmaking, Sculpture and Wearable Art.

Media Production includes audio and video leading to production of items for video competitions and/or radio programmes.

Students may take up to two of these subjects in Year 12 and up to 3 at Year 13 at the discretion of the Head of Department.
The courses will involve:

Research into artists and their methods 

Generation and development of ideas

Production of art work













2010 Senior Course Information: Practical Art XE "Art:Practical" 
Head of Department:  Mrs McIver/Miss Elder
	
	Year 11
	Year 12
	Year 13

	Course Content
	The course covers

Research of art & artworks from a range of traditions,

Drawing processes & procedures

Extension of ideas in other media & techniques

Generation & development of ideas in making artworks
	The course will involve:

Generation and development of ideas in painting and design.  This course is designed to be an introduction to the Year 13 Design and Painting.  Achievement in each discipline at Level 2 is required for entry in the same discipline at Level 3.
	PAINTING

Painting is offered as a separate course and includes a major external assessment of a 3 panel folio project.  

Students develop personally selected conceptual narratives or issues based around a domestic site and generate drawings and paintings in a range of wet and dry media.
	DESIGN

Design is offered as a separate course and includes a major external assessment of a 3 panel folio project.

Students develop a personally selected conceptual narrative and/or issue and in response, design in 2 and 3 dimensions using relevant methods, including Photoshop.

	Prerequisites
	Approval of Year 10 Art teacher OR discretion of HOD  
	 Achievement in Year 11 NCEA Achievement Standards OR
discretion of HOD
	14 credits in NCEA Level 2 standards (at least 6 of those credits are from a Level 2 painting standard) OR discretion of HOD
	14 credits in NCEA Level 2 standards (at least 6 of those are from a Level 2 design standard) OR discretion of HOD and/or 14 credits or more in Visual Imaging and/or Graphics at discretion of HOD.

	Assessment


	External and internal achievement standards
	Internal achievement standards only
	External and internal achievement standards and/or unit standards
	External and internal achievement standards and/or unit standards

	Total credits
	24
	24
	24 (achievement standard credits)
	24


2010 Senior Course Information: Photography XE "Photography"  
Head of Department: Mrs McIver  

	
	Year 12
	Year 13

	Course Content
	Photography 

This course involves:

Research into the background and methods of photography

The generation of photographic ideas

Extending skills in still photography to generate and complete a body of work to explore ideas in a 2-board portfolio.
 
	Photography

Building on Year 12 still Photography, students generate a body of work which explores their ideas in depth

 Reasearch into methods, approach and processes of artist/photographer models.

Generation of photographic ideas.

Generation and production of a body of work which explores ideas in depth in a 3-board portfolio.



	Prerequisites
	Digital Camera

USB memory stick
	Achievement at NCEA Level 2 Photography.  Digital camera, USB memory stick

	Assessment


	Internal and external achievement and unit standards
	Internal and external achievement standards and/or unit standards

	Total credits
	24
	24
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2010 Senior Course Information: History of Art XE "History of Art" 

Head of Department: Ms Elder

	
	Year 11
	Year 12
	Year 13

	Course Content
	
	
	Students examine, interpret and analyse the context, styles and stories behind art works and their artists of 3 modern art movements 

No practical skills are required to study this subject.



	Prerequisites
	
	 
	Level 2 Literacy

	Assessment


	
	
	Level 3 internal and external achievement standards

	Total credits
	
	
	24
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2010 Senior Course Information: Mixed Media XE "Mixed Media" 
Head of Department: Mrs McIver  

	
	Year 11
	Year 12
	Year 13

	Course Content
	
	Mixed Media is a hands-on course featuring Sculpture and Printmaking in a cultural context.  Students who take this course may gain achievement and unit standard credits.  It is suitable for students who enjoy Art and are keen to extend their skills in these areas, but have not necessarily taken Art at Level 1.
	

	Prerequisites
	
	none
	

	Assessment


	
	A mix of unit and achievement standards.
	

	Total credits
	
	To be advised
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2010 Senior Course Information: Drama XE "Drama" 


Head of Department: Mrs Brooks

	Students considering a career in performance or technical aspects of production, media, public relations or teaching may find this course a useful preparation .


	

	
	Year 11
	Year 12
	Year 13

	Course Content
	Public speaking/confidence

Drama techniques, elements, conventions and technologies.

Using a variety of texts

History of Theatre

Devising

Characterisation

Viewing live Theatre

Theatre visits

Professional workshops

Visiting groups

Active participation


	Drama techniques, elements and conventions

Presentation of plays

Devising technique on a current issue.

Production techniques

Explore theatrical tradition and styles of performance

Shakespeare Study
	Drama techniques, elements and conventions

Working from scripts

Devising theatre 

Production techniques

Theatre in the 20th Century

Styles of performance

	Prerequisites
	At the discretion of the HOD

Genuine interest in the subject

Achievement in Junior Drama
	At the discretion of the HOD

Previous Drama experience
	At the discretion of the HOD

Previous Drama experience

	Assessment


	Internally and externally assessed achievement standards 
	Internally and externally assessed achievement standards. 
	Internally and externally assessed achievement standards 

	Total credits
	20
	22
	24


2010 Senior Course Information: Dance XE "Dance" 
Head of Department: Mrs Rhodes 

	
	Year 11
	Year 12
	Year 13

	Course Content
	The course covers:

Performance

Choreography

Experience in a range of Dance techniques

History of Dance

Critique of different dance genres
	This course covers:

Choreography

Solo performance

Critique of dance performance & choreography

Group performance

Research – specific dance genre & significant people in history

Development of Storyline dance

Breaking down routines
	The course covers:

Performance

Choreography

Research

Historical & current dance practices

Development of new technique and practices

Critique of dance performance & choreography

	Prerequisites
	Year 9 and/or Year 10 preferable
	Year 11 Dance
	Year 12 Dance

	Assessment


	Internal and external achievement standards
	Internal and external achievement standards
	Internal and external achievement standards

	Total credits
	24
	24
	24
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2010  Senior Course Information:  Kapa Haka XE "Kapa Haka" 
Head of Department Mr Waihi

	
	Year 11, 12, 13
	
	

	Course Content
	This course provides opportunities for students to develop and improve skills in Maori Performing Arts.
	
	

	Prerequisites
	At the discretion of HOD
	
	

	Total Credits
	Depends on course taken
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Faculty of Physical Education & Health 

Head of Faculty Mrs Smith

Heads of Department

	Physical Education
	Mr Mills

	Employment Skills
	Mrs Green

	Food & Nutrition, Tourism
	Mrs Kumar

	Sports Academy
	Mr McConarchy

	Health
	Ms Stewart


2010 Senior Course Information: Physical Education XE "Physical Education"  
Head of Department: Mr Mori

	
	Year 11
	Year 12
	Year 13

	Course Content
	The course is divided into five units:
Let’s get active – a variety of physical activities, relationship to hauora.

The human machine – basic anatomy, biomechanics, exercise physiology & training principles.

Athletics Pentathlon

Let’s get the best out of our team – adventure based learning.

Factors Affecting Performance.


	The course consists of:

A.S. 2.1  Physical Activity – Is it good 

             for us?
A.S. 2.2 Moving through exercise

             science – application to

             swimming.

A.S. 2.3 Examining relationship 

             between concepts of fitness

             exercise and health.  Bigger,

             faster, stronger – principles

             and methods of training.

A.S. 2.5 Skills in action – physical

              skills performed in applied

              settings (swimming, golf &

              Squash)

U.S. 12542  Motor skill learning – applied to golf.

U.S. 12544  Sports Psychology – applied to golf


	The course covers:

Plan & participate in a Rock climbing trip (cost $150 – 200)

Participate in an 8 week training programme



	Prerequisites
	None
	20 Level 2 credits
	Minimum 13 Level 2 credits including 2.2, 2.3 and 2.4

	Assessment


	Internally assessed achievement standards 
	Internally assessed achievement standards & unit standard
	Internally assessed achievement standards

	Total credits
	20
	20
	24


Students may not choose Physical Education and Recreational Studies in Year 11 and Year 12 and Year 13.
2010 Senior Course Information: Recreational Studies XE "Recreational Studies" 
Head of Department: Mr Mori

	
	Year 11
	Year 12
	Year 13

	Course Content
	This course is designed to involve students in a range of physical activities and sports with a focus on developing physical skills, personal fitness and self-management skills.

The course has theory and practical components.

NB Students will be required to participate in aquatic activities
	An extension of the Year 11 course, this course places focus on developing and maintaining personal fitness as well as introducing other recreational activities.

There is an emphasis on co-operative learning, problem solving and sports event management.

The course has both theory and practical requirements. 
	Sports and Leisure aims to provide students with an opportunity to develop knowledge and skills in areas of sport, outdoor recreation, self-management and event management.

Knowledge & skills in a team sport

Knowledge & skills in an individual sport

Participation in an outdoor pursuit

Planning, implementing and reviewing a physical activity

	Prerequisites
	None
	None
	None

	Assessment


	Unit Standards
	Unit Standards
	Unit standards

*Costs are involved in a tramping and mountain bike activity

	Total credits
	9
	8
	14
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2010 Senior Course Information: Employment Skills XE "Employment Skills" 
Head of Department: Mrs Green

	
	Year 11
	Year 12/13
	Year 12/13

	Course Content
	
	Employment Skills Retail

This course can be completed over one year.  The qualification gained is a National Certificate in Retail, it is offered as a distance course through Weltec, and all work is completed in class time.

Work experience in retail can be undertaken and is encouraged as part of this course.

All credits can be used towards NCEA.

Numbers are limited to one class.
	Employment Skills Automotive

This course consists of Level 1 and 2 unit standards which can be credited towards NCEA and further training in the New Zealand Automotive Industry.

Theory units will be completed in class and practical units will be assessed in a block course by an outsider provider.

Numbers are limited to one class.

	Prerequisites
	
	Literacy and Numeracy Level 12
	Literacy and numeracy Level 1

	Assessment


	
	Unit Standards
	Unit standards to be advised

	Total credits
	
	45
	Varies with choices
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2010 Senior Course Information: Life Skills XE "Life Skills" 
Head of Department: Mrs Green

	
	Year 11
	Year 12
	Year 13

	Course Content
	
	
	Curriculum Vitae and job search
Work Experience
Employees Expectations

Budgeting 
Flatting, Renting and Independent Living

	Prerequisites
	
	
	None

	Assessment


	
	
	Mixture of Level 1 and Level 2 unit standard.  All internally assessed

	Total credits
	
	
	To be advised
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	2010 Senior Course Information: LINUS XE "LINUS"  (Literacy and Numeracy Skills)



	
	Year 11
	Year 12/13
	Year 12/13

	Course Content
	This course is aimed at students whose literacy and/or numeracy skills will make traditional options very challenging.  It is designed to provide skills for the workplace via work Experience and Youth Training Courses.  The course involves unit standards in Literacy, Numeracy, science, Health, Recreational Studies.  Students on this course do not select other options.
	
	

	Prerequisites
	None
	
	

	Assessment
	Unit Standards
	
	

	Total Credits
	At least 80
	
	


2010 Senior Course Information: Food & Nutrition
 XE "Food & Nutrition" Head of Department: Mrs Kumar

	
	Year 11
	Year 12 
	Year 13 

	Course Content
	Preservation of foods

Food safety & hygiene

Meal planning

Healthy eating for adolescents

Appliance study

Advertising & promotion
	Vegetarianism

Healthy eating & lifestyle disorders

NZ dietary patterns

Child nutrition

Sports nutrition
	Nutritional health issues in New Zealand

Effects of media messages about Food & Nutrition

Impacts of dietary patterns and lifestyle on hauora

Effects of globalisation on food choices

	Prerequisites
	Year 10 Food & Nutrition 
	Year 11 Food & Nutrition

Level 1 Literacy
	At least 15 credits from Yr 12 Food & Nutrition or at the HOD’s discretion 

	Assessment
	A combination of unit standards, external and internal achievement standards
	External achievement standards and a combination of internal achievement standards and unit standards
	Level 3 unit and achievement standards

	Total credits
	29
	28
	22
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2010 Senior Course Information : Food Studies XE "Catering/Food Studies" 
Head of Department Mrs Kumar
	
	Year 11
	Year 12
	Year 13

	Course Content
	
	Low cost food
Preservation 

Food safety and handling

Food preparation

Healthy eating for children
	Food safety & hygiene

Food preparation & presentation

Menu and function planning

	Prerequisites
	
	Year 11 Food & Nutrition  
	12 Food Studies or Food & Nutrition or at the HOD’s discretion

	Assessment


	
	Internal unit standards 
	Unit standards levels 2 and 3 


	Total credits
	
	32
	27
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2010 Senior Course Information: Health Studies XE "Health Studies" 

Head of Department: Ms Stewart

	
	Year 11
	Year 12
	Year 13

	Course Content
	Students have the opportunity to examine issues of health and well-being :

Hauora –well being

Smoking tobacco

Sexuality issues

Changing states of health

Dealing with anger

Alcohol and other drugs 
	Students cover the topics:

Coping with stress positively 

Sexual harassment

Coping with change

Disappointment loss & grief

Effects of discrimination on wellbeing

Alcohol and drink driving

Cannabis and other drugs


	

	Prerequisites
	None
	None
	

	Assessment


	Unit standards (internal)
	Unit standards (internal)
	

	Total credits
	20
	15
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2009 Senior Course Information: Sports Academy XE "Sports Academy"  XE "Health Studies" 
Head of Department: Mr McConachy

	
	Year 11 to 13

	Course Content
	Philosophy, sports psychology, testing, anatomy and physiology, biomechanics, growth and development, training theory, sports nutrition, injury prevention and simple first aid, skills learning.  
The course involves considerable physical activity.

	Prerequisites
	Preference will be given to Sports Academy members.

	Assessment


	Internal

	Total credits
	No credits are attached to this course.  It is designed to improve sports performance
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2010 Senior Course Information:  SPEC 

South Pacific Educational Courses are new and have been developed by NZ professionals.    They are NZQA approved courses which provide students with the opportunity to develop and demonstrate the Key Competencies, which are a focus of the NZ Curriculum.  The Key Competencies include:  thinking, relating to others, using language, symbols and text, managing self and participating and contributing (TRUMP).

Mainstream courses include Shooting Star, One Star and Three Star.  Students can choose to study a course at any level, after consultation.  If they complete all 4 courses then they qualify for the Certificate in Mainsteam Studies (Level 2).  This certificate recognises the development and demonstration of the Key Competencies.

There is no pre-requisite for this course however students who are interested in SPEC should see Mrs Burns to apply for a place as numbers are limited.

	Course Content
	Year 11
	Year 12
	Year 13

	
	Shooting Star and One Star Award

Students are required to complete 6 tasks for Shooting Star and 6 for the One Star Award.  Assessment tasks are chosen by the students from a range of topics.  These, link to a variety of curriculum areas.  Assessment tasks must meet the minimum requirements in each workbook. 
	Two Star Award
Students are required to complete 5 tasks for this award.

Assessment tasks are chosen by the students from a range of topics.  These, link to a variety of curriculum areas.  Assessment tasks must meet the minimum requirements in each workbook.
	Three Star Award
Students are required to complete 3 tasks for this award.  Assessment tasks are chosen by the students from a range of topics.  These, link to a variety of curriculum areas.  Assessment tasks must meet the minimum requirements in each workbook.

	Prerequisites
	Nil
	Nil
	Nil

	Assessment


	Awards are verified externally.
	Awards are verified externally.
	Awards are verified externally.

	Total credits
	Nil
	Nil
	Nil
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