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    FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Nga mihi ki te whanau nui e te kura o te pou Huia. 

Term 2 has seemed very long to those of us on the campus.   I don’t know how we survived the 14 week terms in the old three term 

school format.   Of course, a lot more is expected of teachers now than was expected twenty years ago and I think a lot more is 

expected of students too, so all will welcome the chance to re-charge their batteries during the forthcoming holidays. 

The ERO report conducted in March this year is now available on our website.   It has been great for staff to have an objective review 

of our school that thinks “the strong culture of support for students across the school contributes to increased participation in learning.   

Positive, affirming relationships promote engagement” – ERO 2010.   I encourage you to visit our website and view the full report. 

UNIFORM: Thank you to those who took the time to complete our uniform survey.   We had over 600 responses, which was a much 

higher return than we have ever received from paper surveys.   I appreciate that there are still a few issues.   For example, it only 

allows one response per computer, so if there is only one computer at home and your son or daughter voted first, you couldn’t do the 

survey.   I am told some parents got around this by doing the 

survey at work but that is clearly not ideal. 

However, that aside, the margins were very clear on most issues.   

85% of parents, teachers and students want to retain mufti in Year 

13.   Most parents (69%) want to keep mufti in Year 12, as do 76% 

of students but teachers (56%) would prefer uniform. 

80% of all voters want to see a change to the rule on shoes and I 

will be meeting with the Junior Council and taking a proposal to 

the Board next term.   Please note that the existing rule still stands 

at the moment.   Students and teachers would like to see a kilt for 

girls in winter (59%) but parents do not (53%), which I suspect is a 

response to the cost of between $200 and $300.   Interestingly, all 

groups would like to see students have the option of purchasing 

their own tracksuit and/or blazer.   Management will now work 

with the Student Council to formulate a proposal for the next 

Board meeting. 

LAPTOPS: I have spoken in Assemblies this term about my belief 

that all students will be coming to school with a laptop within the 

next three years.   I am told that this led to some students going 

home and telling their parents they needed a laptop for school tomorrow but I can assure you this is not the case and would like to 

spend a few moments outlining what our planning entails in this area. 

1. Year 9 students coming to Freyberg in 2011 will have the option of going into a digital classroom, which will require them to have 

their own laptop. 

2. Many students at other levels of the school already have laptops and we need to provide an infrastructure that allows them to 

connect to the internet and other programmes from whichever class they are in.   This will require wireless access in most areas of 

the school, which we intend to have in place by the start of 2011. 

3. Some subjects in the senior school are now heavily reliant on computers and we need our students to have the option of using 

their own laptop in those areas. 

4. Parents and students will need support and information on the best laptop to buy for their needs and what will be compatible 

with our system.   Our size may enable us to provide special deals for both the purchase and leasing of these computers. 

5. It is essential that these laptops are loaded with the correct software and this can be expensive but we are exploring a lot of new 

developments with free ware which should drastically reduce this cost. 
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Our musicians enjoyed a combined concert with students 
ŦǊƻƳ {ǘ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎΣ tŜǊǘƘ ƻƴ aƻƴŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘΦ 

 



ENGLISH DEPART MENT   

Lately at Freyberg High School, we have had some enthusiastic students who are excited to share their talents through competitions and tests 

run by outside authorities.  Annie Gummer (Year 10) has entered into the College Herald òLet it outó competition and has taken the 

opportunity to showcase her photography talent by creating a photo for the theme ôBeing Meõ.  Also, we have had a surge of students wishing 

to compete in the ICAS UNSW Writing and English competitions, which is extremely positive.  The writing test took place on June 22nd and 

the English test takes place on 3rd August, with all students who complete either test being marked and ranked not only in New Zealand, but 

also Australia, Asia, and the Pacific.  All the best to these students.  English Competition Team. 

 
 

6. The computers will need to be insured and have good warranties and our economy of scale should enable us to source good 

deals on this. 

7. Some parents will just simply not be able to afford a laptop and we will need options to ensure their children are not 

disadvantaged. 

A DIGITAL LEARNING TEAM of management, teachers and members of the Board are working hard to address all these issues but 

we would welcome any ideas that you have. 

PROPERTY: 
It is very exciting to have over two million dollars to spend on property development over the next five years.   We have already 

contracted our architect to design a new dance studio and extend our music facilities and we hope to have these designed and 

built by the start of 2011.   Next on our list is a new marae and we will be exploring a number of funding avenues to support us in 

developing a facility that will reflect what Freyberg is already doing and the extra we intend to do, to help Mãori achieve 

educational success as Mãori. 

Peter Brooks, Principal.  

 
Winter sport is full on, with 4 Rugby teams, 5 

Football teams, 4 Basketball teams, 5 Hockey 

teams, 14 Netball teams, Badminton, Table 

tennis, Rifle shooting and Squash all 

representing our school each week. 

Kapiti Exchange:  

Wins to Netball, Girls’ Football, Basketball and 

Hockey meant Freyberg retained the Cup.  

Thank you to all involved. 

Winter Tournament:  

We have teams in Hockey, Netball, Football, Basketball and Rugby (30th August – 

3rd September).  Please contact us if you have any queries. 

Lunch time Activities:  

Enthusiastic Sports Council students are arranging a series of lunch time events 

on Thursday lunch times.  The last event was Zumba.  It was great fun and 

more activities will happen in Term 3. 

Congratulations:  

- Travis Etheridge -  A record in small bore rifle shooting. 

- Trent Munn -  Selected for NZ Golf Academy. 

- Freya Newton, Alicia Carline and Natalie Baylis  

for their inclusion in the Palmerston North Storm Basketball team.   

- All the Special Needs students  

who have been so busy this year with Football, Athletics and Cross Country. 

School Links ð Contact with home  via text or email:  

A great way to communicate about sports events.  Please go to our website to register. 

Thank you to all our enthusiastic coaches, managers and parents who assist with our many sports and support us on the 

sideline.  As always, the Freyberg Sports Room can be contacted on sport@freyberg.ac.nz.  Rosemary and Raewyn.  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
VEX ROBOTICS WORLD COMPETITION: 

Thanks to the many staff, students and parents who assisted us in the fundraising to Dallas.   We were able to use the funds to get 

team hats and shirts and help with the travel and food costs.   We met up with 16 other 

New Zealand teams.   At the worlds’ there were 4 divisions, with 100 teams in each at our 

level.   Teams from England and Saudi Arabia were unable to be there because of the 

volcanic eruptions in Iceland.   Our team was able to meet and compete with teams from 

Mexico, Puerto Rico, USA, Canada, Singapore, China, etc. 

It was our first international competition with the 

robots and we faced off against teams with 

many years’ experience, so it was daunting, but 

exciting.   NASA TV streamed the competitions, 

so that those back home could be involved.   

While we did not get into the finals, we learnt a 

lot and had fun.   Two Auckland teams became World Champions and Massey faced off 

against a Chinese University team in the finals.   The party at the end was amazing – so 

much to do and try. 

While in Dallas, we visited a couple of museums, practised the Haka, explored the public 

transport system and Mall.   On the way back, Mr Adams drove us to Knoxsberry Farm in Los 

Angeles.    It was an exhausting trip but a great experience.     
Mairi Borthwick, HOD Science.  
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FREYBERG GEOGRAPHY AND TOURISM 
The Geography and Tourism Department have been busy during the 

first half of the year running trips to a wide variety of places, developing 

students’ understanding and appreciation for the places that they 

study.   In the Tourism area, the Yr 12s have been domestic tourists in 

Wellington and the Yr 13s are currently planning to head to Rotorua. 

In the Geography area, the Yr 13s have been to Tongariro National 

Park; the Yr 11s to Napier to study earthquakes and most recently, the Yr 

12s  to the Waitomo district.   Here is a report from Mrs Joyce, the Year 

12 Geography teacher: 

“In week seven the Year 12 Geography class, a Geography class from 

Waiopehu College and a number of Freyberg staff headed out to 

Waitomo for a few days of learning and caving, based around their karst landscapes work, which they were 

completing in class.   After a long drive and a few stops, we arrived with rain pouring and most wondering what they 

had let themselves in for!  Assurances were made that this was probably what we should expect for the next four days!  

Luckily we were proved wrong!  

We were welcomed onto the marae and got ourselves settled in, which was followed by dinner that evening, 

provided for by the chef, Mr Sutton, who created some very welcome meals for the rest of the trip.  The night walk on 

night one was very popular, despite initial moaning and we all managed to return with our groups in tow!  It was the 

start of an amazing few days.  The rest of the time was spent neck high in cold water, crawling on knees looking for the 

elusive light at the end of the tunnel, or visiting amazing landscapes such as the natural bridge.   The last night the 

groups performed their skits, with much mocking (and more!) of staff!  It was reluctantly that we all turned in for our last 

night on the marae.  This was a trip that I will never forget and one where all the students shone!  We all had much fun 

and returned, a little bruised but having had an incredible four days!  

We must extend a big thanks to the staff at the Waitomo Museum and Blackwater Rafting as well as a kia ora to Ngati 

Uekaha for having us to stay at their marae.  Lastly, thanks must go to the staff that support this trip in order to make it 

happen.  Amanda Joyce. ó 

 

CAREERS, STAR AND GATEWAY: 
Farming : 
The farming course is held every Monday with Land based 

Training.  

We have learnt a range of 

skills from building fences 

to riding ATVs on hills and 

flat terrain. I am enjoying 

this course because each 

week we learn new skills 

towards becoming 

successful farmers. Neil is 

an excellent tutor - he is 

easy going, happy, 

energetic and knows what 

he is talking about.  

My farming group from Freyberg is good; we have a lot of fun 

together but learn a lot too. 
Butch Te Purei 

 

Beyond the Camera : 
In the second week of the April holidays, Mirren and I were given 

the amazing opportunity of attending a media course in 

Christchurch. “Beyond the 

Camera” is a week-long crash 

course in live television and film 

production. We stayed on site 

at St. Andrew’s College, where 

the course was run and for a 

whole week we ate, slept and 

breathed film. There were 

workshops in acting, presenting 

to camera, special effects and 

makeup, as well as lessons on using all the equipment such as 

cameras and editing software. Two live studios were running all 

day and any of the 120 students on the course could jump in and 

master the art of operating a professional camera, using a vision 

switcher, presenting or even directing our own show. There were 

30 amazing tutors to help us along, some professionals who 

worked in the film and TV industry and some student tutors who 

had taken the course before and had come back to teach it. 

We spent all week making video items, both in the studio and out 

in the field, then on the final Saturday we ran a two hour grand 

finale, with live acts and footage from over the week put 

together. Mirren and I learnt amazing new skills in media 

production.  We made a heap of awesome new friends from all 

over New Zealand and the course gave us real insight into the 

film and TV industry. We’re really grateful to the school for the 

STAR funding that allowed us to attend BTC – it was a real week 

to remember, and we’d definitely recommend it to anyone 

interested in film or TV, whether they want to be behind or in front 

of the camera. Amelia Shadbolt and Mirren Haylock  

 

Beauty Therapy :  
The Beauty Therapy course is held at The New Zealand Institute of 

Electrolysis and Beauty Therapy once a fortnight.  

At the beginning of the course we learnt about microbiology and 

dermatology. We learnt about professional and personal 

hygiene. Some topics we have covered are waxing, leaching 

treatment for hair removal and nail art. Our group is a variety of 

girls from different schools in the area. Sometimes we are used as 

guinea pigs for facials and pedicures by the full time students. We 

are really enjoying ourselves learning about beauty therapy. 
Savannah Trubshoe and Anastasia Fincaryk Perano  

 

 

Year 10 Work Exploration - Dates to remember 

Thursday 18th November and Friday 19th November. 

As part of Year 10 Integrated Studies, all students will 

undertake 2 days of work exploration in an industry they hope 

to study or work in when they leave school.  More information 

will be sent home in Term 3. Helen Green, Careers Counsellor  

Email greenh@freyberg.ac.nz 

 

NCEA Fees: 
A reminder that NCEA fees are  

due by the end of August. 
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DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD 
PROGRAMME: 

Congratulations to Leisha Neumann on the recent 

award of her Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Certificate at 

Kapiti House Assembly.   While waiting for the 

paperwork to come through for this award, Leisha 

has completed the requirements (a period of 

service, learning a new skill, undertaking a physical 

recreation, completing an expedition lasting 3 days 

and 2 nights) for the Silver level of this programme. 

A further 7 students are waiting for the arrival of 

finer weather to finish the expedition requirements 

for the Bronze Award.   As you can see from the list of 

activities that Leisha has completed, many teenagers 

are already involved in such things. If your son or 

daughter is interested in this challenge, please 

contact:   

Bernard Harris - Freyberg ext 772.  

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT 
EXCHANGES: 

Freyberg is currently hosting students on exchange 

from Brazil, China, Finland, Germany, Japan and 

Thailand.   The students gain a Kiwi experience and 

Freyberg welcomes the international flavour they bring 

to our school.   We frequently receive requests 

from groups who organise these exchanges for 

names of people willing to host overseas 

students while they are here.   If you are interested 

in playing this role please contact Bernard Harris at 

Freyberg Ext 772. 

Freyberg students wishing to investigate an overseas 

exchange in their senior years can find an information 

folder in the Library and then see Mr Harris with any 

queries. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT DATES - TERM 3: 

July 19  Start of Term 3  August 19-20 Year 12 PE Ski trip 
Year 13 Biology trip 

July 20 PTA Meeting  August 26 & 27 Year 13 Drama Production (pm) 
July 24 School Ball  August 27 Victoria University Open Day 

July 27ð31 Kapa Haka nationals  
August 30 ð 
September 6 Sports Tournament Week 

July 28ð29 Pasifika Fusion Festival  September 6-14 Inter-House Basketball Competition 

July 29 Year 11 Geography farm trip  September 7 PTA meeting 
Year 13 Physics field trip 

August 3ð6 Year 13 Tourism trip  September 9 Term 3 Dance Showcase 
August 3 Year 12 Science trip (Mt Bruce)  September 10 & 13 Year 12 Drama production (pm) 

August 4 
Open Night  
(no school for students this day)  September 16-24 Senior Examinations 

August 5 Australian Maths competition  September 16 BOT meeting 

August 6-7 National Concert Band Festival  September 17 
Central 6 Winter Exchange 
(Hawkes Bay) 

August 9-13 Arts Week  September 18 Year 11 Drama production (pm) 
August 11 Junior Parent/Teacher interviews  September 20 Year 10 Drama production (pm) 
August 12 BOT meeting  September 22 Gardasil Vaccination 3 
August 16 String Orchestra Day  September 23 Term 3 Music Showcase 
August 16-27 Year 10 Marae trips  September 24 Last day Term 3 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Linda Smith 
Deputy Principal 

NO REGRETS SAFE PARTY PACK: 
If your son or daughter is thinking of holding a party – play it safe.  
The “No Regrets Safe Party Pack” is available from the Church 

Street Police Station or from our Senior Counsellor,  
Nick Cheer.  Phone:  358 4971 Ext. 750. 

Junior parent/teacher interviews will be held on Wednesday 11th August from 2.30 ς 6.30pm in 
the school Hall.  Students will not receive a school report prior to the interviews, so please make 
the most of ǘƘƛǎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΦ  !ǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ 

from Monday 2nd !ǳƎǳǎǘΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎΦ 
 


