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FROM THE PRINCIPAL: 
Nga mihi ki te whanau nui e te kura o te pou Huia.  It is hard to believe that we are already at the end of Term one and starting our Easter 

break but it has been incredibly busy and many students and staff will be glad of the opportunity to catch up and reflect on the term. 

Staff at Freyberg had their spirits lifted this term when the results of the New Zealand Council of Educational Research published the results 

of their survey of Secondary schools.  This survey asked a series of questions of 20% of parents at a range of New Zealand Secondary 

Schools, including Freyberg.  Some of the key results of this survey were that 92% of Freyberg parents would recommend this school to other 

parents, 90% said their child feels they belong at the school and 90% were pleased with the feedback they received from the school. 

I believe that listening to the views of all those concerned with our students’ education is crucial to delivering the best education for each 

of our students.  We have a number of avenues for hearing the views of students and staff and we do hear from parents at Board meetings 

and Parent/Teacher evenings but I am keen to set up a forum of parents that could meet once a term and give us their perspective on our 

strategic aims, plans and targets. 

Ideally, this forum would consist of twenty parents or caregivers and they could 

sit with me and other members of our management team and give us their 

perspective.  If you would be interested in being part of this group, please email 

me at brooksp@freyberg.ac.nz 
 

Attendance and Success: 

Over 90% of regular students in Year 11 in 2009 achieved Level 1 Literacy.  90% 

of those who did not achieve Level 1 Literacy had problems with attendance. 

There is clearly a very high correlation between good attendance and success 

at school, which is why we have zero tolerance for truancy.  Support us in this in 

every way that you can.  It is their future and it does make a difference. 

 

Education Outside the Classroom: 

The Year 13 Geography/Biology trip to Tongariro, the Year 12 Biology field trip, 

the Year 11 Geography and History trips and the Year 9 Science and Integrated 

trips, in addition to the Performing Arts trips to Festival of the Arts events in 

Wellington, have all 

provided students with 

a variety of learning opportunities outside the classroom.  Perhaps just as important 

is the fact that I have received nothing but positive comments from the community 

and the accompanying teachers who went on these trips.  The students respect 

each other, their teachers and adults in the wider community.  This is a key 

ingredient in the culture of citizenship that makes Freyberg such a great place to 

learn and work. 

In this Newsletter you will read about student success in athletics, our contribution to 

Relay for Life and the success of our Vex Robotics team in winning the lower North 

Island championships and being chosen to represent New Zealand schools in 

Texas.  We have had numerous trials for winter sports teams, rehearsals for “Bugsy 

Malone” are in full swing and Te Piringa are beginning the challenge of defending 

their national Kapa Haka title.  Enjoy all the time you can with your children over the 

holidays; there is really such a short time we get to share these marvellous years. 

Peter Brooks 
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2010 NATIONAL YOUNG LEADERS’ DAY! 
On 15th March, all 15 of our school senior leadership team had the pleasure of listening to some of the great speakers of the nation, 

whilst getting awesome leadership tips along the way.  At 9 o’clock we were at The Regent, along with hundreds of other school 

leaders from around the lower North Island, all craving the teaching to come and buzzing about not being in class on a Monday!  With 

Matt and Dayna (from Studio 2) as our hilarious hosts for the day, the highly esteemed speaker Alison Mooney started the ball  rolling 

with her fundamentals of leadership lecture.  Then along came Pat Buckley, with a brutal speech on the cold, hard facts of drugs and 

alcohol, but not before our own team leader, Mr Steed, took out the balloon making contest, pipping a budding Year 9 student in the 

final.  Props to you Mr Steed.  A quick morning tea lightened our day (but not our stomachs) and on came top young journalist Jehan 

Casinader, my personal favourite of the day, who spoke about what he thought being a “generation Y” leader was all about.  Leading 

journalist and documentary maker, Rob Harley, finished our day off with leadership advice straight from a documentary subject of his 

who has survived four German Concentration camps. 

All in all, a good day was had by everyone and the only regret would be that Robbie’s “Zumba” wasn’t the winner of the lunch break 

dance competition. 

Daniel Palfreyman, Head Boy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SPELLING BEE 2010 
Spelling Bee 2010 was on 15th March at Wellington High School. Two teachers and six students represented 

our school. The students who participated were Jasmine Brougham, Eve Athersuch, Dominique MacMillan, 

Carlee Scott-Chase and Ash Rivers.  

This year none of our students made it into the National round.  Our students did the written test and then 

proceeded to the second round where they had to orally spell a word each. Unfortunately they did not 

proceed beyond this. However, our students enjoyed the experience all the same.  I am hopeful that next year we will achieve 

better results. We would like to thank both parents and Freyberg staff for supporting our team.  

Matt Farrelly and Mabel Msopero  - Teachers. 

 

 

YEAR 9 TERM 1 TRIP : 
 

PNCC Recycling and Wastewater Treatment 

This year our year 9 trip focused on Resource Use 

and Sustainability, which is in line with our theme 

for the year:  Sustainability.  The main objective 

of the trip was to help students understand how 

people’s management of resources impacts on 

environmental and social sustainability. 

Students were taken on tour of the Recycling 

Station and the Wastewater Treatment Plant by 

very experienced, motivated and motivating 

persons, who made even the visit to the 

Wastewater Treatment Plant not such a smelly 

business.  Most classes were able to visit both the 

Recycling Station and the Wastewater 

Treatment Plant.   

Mabel Msopero  

Acting Assistant HOD Integrated Studies. 
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SEXUALITY EDUCATION 
To fulfill Ministerial obligations, Freyberg High School 

is required to undertake community consultation 

with regard to sexuality education every two years.  

The PTA will host this discussion on 20th April 2010. 

We wish to invite you to this meeting, to share your 

thoughts and ideas and for you to peruse the 

current programme which is delivered through the 

Health and PE Departments. If you have any 

queries about this process, please do not hesitate 

to discuss with me on X769. 

Dianne Stewart, HOD Health 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES ELECTIONS – 7 MAY 2010   
Nominations are invited for the election of six (6) parent representatives to the 
Board of Trustees. 
A nomination form will be posted to all eligible voters.  Additional nomination 
forms can be obtained from the school office.  Nominations close at noon on 23 
April 2010 and may be accompanied by a signed candidate’s statement. 
The voting roll will be open for inspection from 8 April 2010 at the school and 
may be viewed during normal school hours.  There will also be a list of 
candidates’ names, as they come to hand, for inspection at the school. 
The voting poll closes at noon on 7 May 2010. 

Rehearsals are running full steam for the May production of Bugsy Malone! 

Songs are being honed, choreography perfected and accents finely tuned 

as our cast and crew prepare for what is sure to be the highlight of the 

school year for many. 

Students have committed to practices not only before and after school, but 

also at lunchtimes and on Saturday afternoons. Their hard work is sure to 

pay off, as already the musical is coming together fantastically. No doubt it 

will be a true spectacular by May, so don't forget to buy tickets for your 

family and friends as soon as they go on sale - it’s sure to be a sell-out run.  

Bugsy Malone runs 12th-15th May.   Tickets are on sale early in Term 2.  

Amelia Shadbolt 
 

GARDASIL VACCINATIONS are available for our female students 

on the following dates:  April 21st , June 9th, September 22nd. 
 

 

 



VEX ROBOTICS - FANTASTIC SUCCESS! 
From before school started this year, the Vex Robotics 

group was busy building and competing with their three 

robots.  There have been three local scrimmages 

(competitions) from the end of January to the end of 

February with Freyberg winning two out of the three.  

Freyberg hosted the last scrimmage with a total of twelve 

teams competing from Wellington to Palmerston North.  The 

day was very successful and proved to be a desirable 

location for future scrimmages in next year’s competition. 

With success behind them, seven of the group with two 

robots, headed down to Wellington on the 13th and 14th March to attend the Lower North Island Regionals.  At the 

end of the qualifying rounds, Freyberg had one robot sitting in 2nd position and one in 12th.   The elimination rounds 

began and the team which had come 2nd progressed through to the finals coming out with a very conclusive win.  

As well as winning the first ever Regionals in this area, they have qualified to attend the Vex Robotics World 

Championship in Dallas, Texas next month. 

The team have done incredibly well for their first year of competition and are busy redesigning two robots to attend 

the Nationals in Auckland on the 21st and 22nd March, with the hope of qualifying a second robot, as well as actively 

seeking financial help to get them over to Dallas. 

The team would like to say a big “thank you” to Tenix who provided sponsorship at the start and without whom they 

would not have been able to experience the success to date.  We wish the team all the best for the Nationals and 

the Worlds. 

Any parents who believe they may be able to offer help in any form to finding financial support in the way of 

sponsorship are urged to contact Mrs Borthwick at school as soon as possible. 

 

SPORT @ FREYBERG. 
Sport@freyberg.ac.nz  Phone 358 4971 Ext .763 or 735. 

Term 1 has passed very quickly with lots of sports action. 

Preliminaries and finals for athletics were held on lovely 

sunny days with many students taking part.  Freyberg 

students had a lot of success at the Manawatu inter-

secondary school Athletics championships and we are 

very proud of their success.  Those who qualified at that 

meeting were selected to travel to Wellington on the 

20th and 21st March to compete in the North Island inter-

secondary school championships.  Jonathan Jenkins, 

Natalia Peiponen and Kate Philpott all gained first 

placings in their events.   Jonathan Jenkins was also 

placed 2nd in 100m and 

400m, Andreas Brehm was 

placed 3rd in the 110mh 

and 300mh and Ariana 

Blackwood placed 3rd in 

the Intermediate Girls’ 

Discus. 

Sports coaches have 

been very busy over the 

past few weeks holding 

trials for winter sports 

which all commence early 

in Tem 2.  Any students 

who have missed trials or 

meetings for winter sports 

need to contact the 

Sports Room as soon as possible to see if there is a 

space on a team for them.  Winter sports offered are:   

    Rugby     Badminton   Hockey  

 Rifle Shooting Squash Football  

 Table tennis Netball Basketball 

As always, we are looking for parents to assist in 

managing or coaching teams at Freyberg.  If any 

parents should be interested in looking after a sports 

team at Freyberg, do contact us.   

At the moment, summer tournaments are under way.  

We have three volleyball teams competing at the B & 

M Stadium in Pascal Street, a boys’ softball team 

competing in Wanganui and our senior girls’ basketball 

team travelling to Rotorua to compete in a basketball 

tournament.  

The first week of September 2010 is National Tournament 

week, when many teams will be travelling to various 

parts of New Zealand to compete in their sporting 

codes.  If you have a child involved in a senior team 

they may be included in a tournament team and of 

course there will be costs involved.  We have the facility 

at Freyberg to pay these fees, off, so if any parents 

would like to discuss paying off tournament fees, do 

contact us.   

Please encourage your Year 9 students to come along 

and be part of a sports team at Freyberg.  We are 

finding that some of them are not always sure where to 

go regarding sport.  The Sports Room are happy to 

answer their 

questions 

and we are 

situated in C 

corridor.   

Enjoy your 

holiday 

break and 

be prepared 

for another 

busy term 

starting on the 19th April 2010. 

Rosemary and Raewyn  

in the Sports Room, C Corridor, Freyberg High School. 

The annual Whanau group photographs will be taken on 
TUESDAY 20

th
 April which is the second day of Term 2.  If 

you would like to order a photo, order forms can be 
collected from the Sports Room or Student Centre. 
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SPORTS ACADEMY 
Director - George McConachy. 

 

ARIANA BLACKWOOD 

School Intermediate and 

Senior Girls’ Discus record 

35.53m. 

First in NISS Discus 

3rd NI Under 16 Heptathlon 

3rd NZSS Discus 

5th NZSS Javelin. 

ANDREAS BREHM 

3rd NISS 110m Hurdles 14.98 

school record 

3rd NISS 300m Hurdles. 

ANNALIESE BURR 

Gold Medal World Tae 

Kwondo Champs 

(Team Power). 

MICHEALA HEMOPO 

NZ Under 19 Touch team. 

GREER MAHONEY 

TRENT MUNN 

2nd NI U19 Golf 

1st NI U17 Golf 

1st National Junior Tiger 

competition. 

FREYA NEWTON 

NZ U20 Basketball. 

NATALIA PEIPONEN 

1st NISS Javelin throw 38.81m 

school record. 

KATE PHILPOTT 

1st NISS Triple Jump 11.16m. 

TORI RATIMA 

NZ Mäori Touch team. 

HANNAH ROBERT 

Member of Ricki Herbert’s 82 

Academy of Football. 

MOLIQUE TANGAROA 

NZ U15 Touch Team 

(Captain). 

MARLIN TANGAROA 

Man. U21 Touch. 

TUI TUBBY 

Graded to black belt in Tae 

Kwondo. 

TARA WESTWOOD 

Roller Skating Nationals 

3 Gold medals. 

COURTNEY WALKER 

4th NISS 300m Hurdles 

Part of the 3rd placed 4 x 

400m team. 

HINERANGI TEMARA 

NZ U21 Touch team. 

 
 

IMPORTANT DATES TERM TWO 2010: 
 

 
April 19  

 
Start of Term 2  

  
June 4  

 
Teacher Only Day (no school for students) 

 
April 20  

PTA Meeting Staffroom 7.00pm 
 Whaanau Class photos  

  
June 7   

 
Queens Birthday  

April 21 Gardasil Vaccination 1   June 8 – 11 Year 12 Geography – Waitomo Trip 

April 22  Ugly Shakespeare  June 9  Gardasil Vaccination 2  

April 25 ANZAC DAY  June 11  Big Sing 

April 26 – 28 Vex Robotics International Championships  June 14 – 22 Inter House Soccer 

 
April 28 

 
National Bank Junior Maths Competition 

 June 15 PTA Meeting 
Young Enterprise Regional Oral 
Presentation  

 
May 2 

 
Hawkes Bay Festival of Bands 

 June 17 – 18 Year 13 Sport and Leisure – Outdoor Ed 
Tramp 

 
May 4  

 
School Cross Country 

 June 19 
  

New Zealand Secondary Schools Cross 
Country 

May 12 – 15 School Production – Bugsy Malone  June 23  Senior Reports posted 

 
May 16  

North Island Secondary Schools  
Swimming Championships 

  
June 24 – 29 

 
New Zealand Leadership Week 

May 18  Work Choice Day  June 26 – 28 New Zealand Cheer Leading Nationals 

May 19  Year 12 Tourism trip to Wellington.  June 29  Mid Year Dance Showcase 

May 24  Trade Fair  June 30 Senior Parent teacher Interviews 

May 26  Year 13 Biology – Te Manawa    July 1 Term 2 Music Showcase 

June 1 Kapiti Sports Exchange at Kapiti  July 3 Start of school holidays 

June 3  BOT Meeting  July 19 Start of Term 3  
 

Linda Smith 

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL  

 
 

KEEP FREYBERG STREET SAFE 
We encourage all students and their parents to avoid driving in Freyberg Street, particularly between 

8.30am and 9am, then again between 2.50 and 3.20pm.We strongly encourage parents to collect or 

drop students in Featherston Street, Skoglund car park or Vautier car park.   

If all parents use these three areas, we believe that congestion can be avoided. 

Robert Elder  

SENIOR MANAGER.  


